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Presentation Notes
Housekeeping:
I talk too much
Notify at 10 minutes til
Please tell me if I talk too fast, too slow, slur words (I’m a southerner) or get really really off-topic


Just Whye

Why even do a one-name genealogy?¢

You will drive yourself nuts.

Writing a book makes sense if you have time on your hands.
You can’'t make money.

Find cousins........ and stories....... and just to have fun.

Oh, yeah and even do genealogy!
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Cousins, Wilson Alexander Center Purinton (Humphrey of Truro, 6th) Hinkley (Reliance/Samuel 7th) larrabee (Benjamin 6th) Thompson (Gen Samuel 5th)


The more tamily members you fin
the more It becomes a check on the
accuracy of your work and

fills out the tree more thoroughly.
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And you can find unique interesting tidbits like the Hugh Wilson Houses on Winter St and actual signatures of other family members.


['ve been bitten by the
GENEALOGY BUG
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Presentation Notes
Intro to delia, how I got into genealogy - escapism


The Family Story

Clara Geneva Wilson
1886 — 1981
Unmarried Librarian
Massachusetts
Priscilla Wilson
1918 - ¢

Joseph Williams
Father's brother
Now age 92
Cleveland, OH

Mother
Now age 98
Sister
Husband
Mother-in-law
Deceased

2013, Finally!

JAEES AND _"*FC"A.....‘,+.ﬁILSﬁﬁ
WILTIAM AND TSABETIT.A T.ARRAREE WILSOMN
JOHN AND RACHFET. THOMEPSON WILSON
HUFEPHZEY AND EARCY '_KT"? NILSCN
EMERY AND ADRT.IMNZ

=

FAWCETT WILSON
HAROLD ANT RUTH BAKER WHITTAKER WILSON
FRISCIT.LA WIT-S0H

The Wilsons did not arrive in New England until 1719,when James
Wilson, from Ulster,Ireland,came over in the famous Scoten~Irish colany

of Bohert Temple. When and where he was born is not known. Socon after
his arrival Jame=z locazted at Topzhami{then Naszach.setiz)Maine,and pe=
camse one of toe "sturdiagt =settlers of that cown'.

James was married to a woman named Hebecca,and that is all that
#a know of her,for her maiden name,and no daLLh,aHQEar in any of the
0ld records. They had siYy chlldrea,anﬂ of whom was

ajparently born in
Ireland,around 1706,and named' Jepnett

'“1115m
Robert
) Samuel
L2y Alexander
1729 Hugh

There are four more children attributed,by =zome writers,to an-
cestor James Wilson; two Marys. Abdgail and Elizabeth.

As James died before 1731,wnen the records
cation of his® lands were not entered
his,or Reoecca's deaths

=sen to start, the lo=
s I8l ther are there any records aof



Today's Topics

Just whye

Where / how to start, purpose
Sources, online & off line

Tools

How to keep track of individuals?
How many trees is foo many?¢
How large a tree is too large?
How to distinguish families

What to do with orphans?

When do you stop?



Sources

As if you didn’'t know already




Sources

» Family story
Ancestry.com (Family Tree Maker)
Digital files

New England Historic Genealogical Society
Maine Historical Society

Maine State Library

All Local Libraries (browse vs request)

Genealogiese Charles Nelson Sinnett

Maine Old Cemetery Association
®» Findagrave.com
» Cemeteries




The
Families of
Samuel and James

WILSON.
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Solved a number of mysteries 
Topsham Vital records mention
Isabella 5th, John 4th, Humphrey 3rd
Then the families of
Then the little stones 9 children including Mary and Rebecca who married David Pearson (7 children)
Hannah Linscott mother of Rebecca, James’ wife
James died 1862 of tb, mother Priscilla did too


How fo Keep Tracke

Many different ways, many different files, many different possibilities




Tools

» Word processor/text editor
®» Spreadsheet
» FEvernote, use as to do list

» Transcript and/or Scrivener (book writing fools)

» |nDesign (publishing tool) (Word)
» Camera
» PDF compiler, Acrobat DC, $13 /mo

» File organization, by surname, type of record, locality




Ancesiry.com

» Multiple Trees

» Hints are invaluable

» QOther frees, use as a guide to start

= Throw it fogether

» Then start vetting each person.

» Document as you vet information

» Use footnotes. Inline vs page vs document/chapter

®» Recognize ifs limitations beyond incorrect info

Wilson Family Tree v
Finneys of Brunswick & Harpswell, Maine
Early Topsham Settlers

Sewall Family Tree

Douglass Family of Topsham, Maine

Full Delia Tree for DNA Matching -
contains errors!!!

Alexanders of Topsham, Bowdoin,
Litchfield, Maine

Extra Wilsons Tree
Dr. Patrick Vance Descendants

Alexander Ellsworth



Family Tree Maker

= Work in conjunction with free online.
®» Save work on your computer

® [nserft personal notes

» [Export in many different formats

» RTF, PDF, Charts, Reports

12

William Kirkpatrick Vance and Keziah Robertson had the following

duld_ren

iv.

.

i

CHAFLES ROBERTSON VANCE was bom on 23 Apr 1809 in
Wash:n&‘lm County, Tennessee and died on 16 Apr 1825 in Ten-
nessee.

(4) JAMES HARVEY VANCE MD (page 16) was born on 4 Jan
1811 in Greeneville, Tennessee. He died on 7 Jul 1893% in King-
sport, Tenmessee. He married JAMNE SEVIER, daughter of Valentine
“The Fed Fox" Sevier and Nancy Agnes Dinwiddie Servier, on

26 Ang 1832 in Warm Springs, INorth Carolina. She was bom on
23 Ang 1818 in Greeneville, Tennessee, and died on 1 Mar 1886 in
Eingsport, Tennessee. They had nine children, but only three had
children of their cwmn.

(5) DAVID GRAHAM VANCE (page 17)was born on 4 Oct 1512
in Jonesborough, Termessee. He died on 26 Jan 1878 in Buford,
Georgia. He married (1) MARY JANE MCCORELE, daughter of
John MecCorkle and Mary “Polly” Cunningham, on 10 Jun 1834
in Washington County, Tennessee. She was born on 30 Jun 1816
in Tennessee. She died on 21 May 1859 in Greenville, Tennessee.
He married (2) CATHAFRINE BREITTON, daughter of Major James
Britton IT and Margaret Pauline “Polly™ Robinson, on 17 Nov 1859
in Greene, Tennesses. She was born in 1821 in Greene County,
Termmnessee. David and Mary Jane had eleven children.

(6) WILLLAM NICHOLAS VANCE, MD, (page 20) was born on
12 Mow 1814 in Greeneville, Tennessee, and died on 12 Feb 1885
in Sullivan County, Tennesses. He married (1) SARAH ANNE
MNETHEELAND on 1 Oct 1839 in Kingsport, Tenmessee. She was
bormn on 28 Mar 1820 in Kingsport, Tennessee, and died on 13 Feb
1868 in Bristol, Termessee (of consumption). He married (2) HEL-
ENA MCIDWAINE on 15 Aug 1871 in County Cork, Ireland. She
was borm on 25 Dec 1850 in Ireland and died on 26 Mar 1882 in
Sullivan County, Tennessee.

CATHERINE MARLA VAMCE was born on 14 Tul 1817 in Green-
eville, Tennessee, and died on 4 JTun 1832 in Greeneville ™
PATRICK HENEY VAMNCE was born on 13 Oct 1819 in Green-
eville, Tennessee. He married (1) MANCY C HARVEY on 9 Mar
1847 in Washington County, Tennessee. She was born in 1829 in
Tennessee and died before 1860. Then he married (3) REBECCA
EEMINE, daughter of Hiram Remine and Mancy, on 15 Jul 1860 in

raomna Tonmnoccao Sha trac haem in T84T dn Wirmainia Patricl Homeor



Excel - Spreadsheets

town
Topsham
)

Bowdoin

year name
1790
Robert & Elizbeth Potter

1730
Robert, unknown parentage

William, son of James/M Mustard

James, son of James/M Mustard

John, son of Wm of Topsham ?

James, son of Wm of Harpswell

males 16+ male 16-
5

Robert David(76)

Thomas (69)

Robert (66) married Mar 90

lohn of Dresden?married 91
William 74-93, buried First Parish
James married 827

1
Robert 1st child b.1792
1
William David b 88
1
lames
James b.87
1
lohn William b.abt 90
2
lames

Joseph? b 73
extra man

female

1 3

Elizabeth

Robert's wife?
Jane married 92 McFarland

Dorothy Stover?

Elizabeth Jellison - next door to Nathaniel Jeleson

0 1
1 1
Elizabeth Robinson
1 2
Miriam Walker
Martha b.23
1 2
Coombs
extra woman
3

Martha Mustard
Catherine b.1769 d.1814
extra woman

married adult child an:



Evernote

Maine State Archives

Maine State Archives

230 State St, Augusta, ME 04333 (207)
287-5790 open & to 4 A Genealogical surn...

Lincoln County Deeds and probate...

James Alexander - 53:5 and 56:19 last deeds
for him / Martha Mustard is William of th...

Sam Alexander

Sam questions Deflva says nder

Wm born about 1706 and ... -oleraine, Lor
rpswell, Cuml

NEHGS

Fassett genealogy The Fassett Genealogy .
Descendants of Patrick and Sarah by Kath...

Bowdoin College

means massacre; Thurston, Florence G..

230 State 5t, Augusta, ME 04333
(207 287-5790

open & to 4

A Genealogical surname index to the History of Brunswick, Topsham, and Harpswe
Augustus Wheeler and Henry Warren Wheeler, 1878 - alexanders list - got wilson & puri

Barnes — How Kingfield Became a Town. Edited by Beulah E. Moore. Kingfield, M

Kingfield, Maine, 1816-1981. Kingfield, Me. Kingfield History Book Association. c1g81.

History of Dresden Allen - need copyright etc for footnote and look up Marlene C
book

Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, genealogies : transcribed from the Yar
George Brown - here and Historical society (Mary Sullivan)

A History of Harpswell, Maine by Richard R. Wescott

wholesaletrailersupplies.com site eval

aquarbarrell - square and new template for rainbarrel - on hold

lockout - charge for one hour



Scrivener ($40 - $49, with free trial

=] Draft < > [ MaryPennel {t 0 m =

w [l David
b Isaac & Mary Pen... , . ,
] Alice Mary Pesnnell k.21 Mar 1831 4.8 Zpril IlSI'DS marrledl Thn:fmas Zlbion .
(] Mary & Sylveste... Esil:es of Durham k. 19 Apr 1825 d.lSIAprJ_l 1908. He 1s listed as a ship
T builder and farmer. They had one child, Alden Robert b.19% Dec 1862 4.7
[] Pennel & Abigai... Nov 1933 who never married. They moved from Harpswell to Boone, Iowa
w [E] Thomas & Hann... before 1895.| T
Mary Pennel
Charles
[] Elizabeth Dun...
[] Hannah May
EI James & France...
[] wilizm & Elizabe....
W Hugh
Benjamin 135% § | Words: 54 Chars: 287 e
D Margaret
[] Hugh 4 ‘ (S | Benjamin
> Betsey
Joseph
[] Martha
= Research
i Trash

https://www literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview



https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview

BERJANIN DARLTRNG (F CASOD BAX, WATNR:
0, BERIN..
0 i W
FmoiiR, WINE.

Acrobat DC
w/ Camera




~, Alexanders
~, Book

~, curtis

) Dyer

~ Harpswell
~, McCarron
~ members_export_b14702e0f3
~ Mills
~ Mustard

-, Papers

~, PDF5-DOCS
~ polish

~, toothaker

~, transcriptions

) trees

-~ MewEnglandGenealogicalSociety

81,

~ 1780CensusMaine
-, Cemeteries

-~ CENSUSES

~, Charlesl\Wilson

~ Deeds-probate
48 -
87 ..

. genealogies

. Histaries

~ MaineHistoricalSociety
~ Maps

. Other

~ Pejebscot Papers

-, photos-pics-people

-, Resources

. rob

-~ Vital Records

G] Fairfield_Waterville_vol_2.pdf
I?I farmingdale_vital_records.pdf
G] Freeport_Wards_Allens.pdf
'?] Freeport-marriages.pdf

'?] Gardiner_Marriages_and_deaths,pdf

G] Georgetown families_Trafford_1903.pdf

'?1 gecrgetown_marriages_vol_2.pdf
B georgetown_vel_1,pdf

G] georgetown_vol_3_deaths.pdf
I?I GeorgetownMarr. pdf

f4) Gorham.pdf

[ Hallowell_|_births.pdf

I?I Hallowell_ll_Marriages.pdf

> fs) Hallowell_lll_Marriages.pdf

'?] Hallowell_IV_marriages. pdf

'?] Hallowell _V_marriages_deaths.pdf
[] Hallowell_VI_deaths.pdf

f] Harpswell_DAR.pdf



How fo distinguish
familiese

s it possible?




Wilsons

» James Wilson, Scotfch Irish, arrived 1719

®» Thomas Wilson of Ireland, b.1713 m.1740

» Gowen Wilson of Kittery, arrived prior to 1647

»  William Wilson of Harpswell & Braintree, Mass. m.1743, Braintree
» Way too many Williams!

1. What's the first name?

2. Whom did they marry?¢

3. Where did they live?

4. Did the Wilsons cross paths either geographically or marriage@¢



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wilsons are either English, Scottish or Irish
James Wilson, Scotch Irish (William, Hugh, Samuel, Alexander, James) – from Ulster
Thomas Wilson of Ireland (Lettice, Thomas, Henry, Adam, Peter, Actor, William)
Gowen Wilson of Kittery (Gowen, Joseph, Elihu, Aaron, David) from Scotland
William Wilson of Harpswell & Braintree, Massachusetts (William, David, Nathaniel) British?



Alexanders

» Are they all related in Maine@
» Alexander Alexander, Scofland
» Joseph Alexander of Ellsworth
» John of Morrill, Waldo

» Joseph of Hallowell

» Robert Alexander of Bangor

» William of Harpswell

» William of Topsham Merrymeeting Bay Scotch Irish Settlers, 1718-1722.

Matthew Acheson, wife and two children
Alexander, wife and four children
L cxiras] Da.vi_d Alexander and son
g William Alexander

aAr_ . ™ 1

» Bowdoin, Litchfield Alexanders

-
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All are Scottish in origin – 
e fi rst mention of an Alexander in Maine was Sir William Alexander,
1st Earl of Stirling, who was involved in the colonization
eff orts in the 1600s. In 1621, King James I granted Stirling a royal charter appointing him mayor of a vast territory and later barony, Nova Scotia.


The Early Alexanders

Williaom of Topsham, Son Robert?

Robert of Topsham, son Robert of Bowdoin

John of Bowdoin, son William of Litchfield, brother of Robert
Margaret & Robert Gower, sister of Robert

Barbara - Douglas :
P ouglas > (Probable sisters of Robert)

Williom of Harpswell

William & Sarah of Brunswick & Harpswell (parents of Bethia/John)
Williom & Nancy (Deer Isle descendants, George Gross)

George of Georgetown who died in Topsham, Philbrook of Bath
Sigh




Genealogical Orphans

What do you do?




Genealogical Orphans (Rabbit Holes)

Does a person fit a family by birth date?

Are there mentions such as John the brother of
Deeds, are family relationships mentioned?
Probate records

One free?

DNA testfing

ALEXANDER.

The Alexanders of Litchfield were descendants of Johin and
Robert Alexander who were born in Topsham, Maine, some
time before 1750. John married a Coombs and settled in Bow-
doin near the Litchfield line. His son William married
Rebecca, daughter of Judah Baker, and settled in Litchfield.
William died November 26, 1824, aged 32 years.

Robert & Elizabeth Potter

Esther Alexander
1763-1801

James Alexander
1764

John (Dresden)
Alexander
1764-1840

Jane Alexander
1765-1830

Robert Alexander Jr
1766-1249

Thomas Alexander
1769-1844

William Alexander
1774-17593

David Alexander
1776-1844

James Alexander
1780-1790

Rebecca Alexander
1780-


Presenter
Presentation Notes
I follow rabbit holes. James Wilson, Hugh & Samuel deeds 
Robert the only sure child ----------------------------  John of Dresden probate Wilson of Bath
Esther Amos Childs Vasselboro  -------------- James married Dorothy Stover
Jane James McFarland
In the family's tattered book, The Alexanders of Maine by De Alva Standwood Alexander (1898) is a letter dated October 2, 1905 written in Litchfield, Maine by Foster
Alexander."This Robert Alexander is your father's great grand-father. He is as near as this book hits our branch of the family. He was born and lived in Topsham. He died
in Wales with his son-in law Mr. McFarlan. He is mentioned in the history (of) Farmington (Maine) as one of the five from Topsham who explored Farmington for
the purpose of making a settlement. Yours Foster Alexander". (posted on Ancestry. com by a descendant)
Thomas and Betsy Dixon of Lisbon
David Alexander & Mary Haley – deed sale $1000 in 1800
Rebecca Moses Plummer Alna



Why Becomes Why Do Genealogy?¢

Can confirm family information

Can add and confirm other individuals
Can answer questions about other families
Can write up a family history (snicker)

Can wow your family with interesting tidbits such as “Did you know you and your husband
were cousinse”

Meet new friends with similar interests

Meet new cousins

Move to a new state

Use old skills, learn new ones to ward off dementia

Transcribe records for your own ends & help facilitate research

Confirm family information to genealogical proof standard




Never Stop...

You know you are addicted to
genealogy when...

you are more
interested In
what happened
in 1813 than in
201 3.

SO you can stay sane in retirement
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/191448251


Damn Yankee Gone South

Edward Paul Dyer
b. 6 Oct 1840, Topsham, ME, d. 20 Feb 1927, Rag Mountain, VA
Son of Mary Ann Margaret Alexander and Charles Dyer
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Charles L Wilson first, sheriff Fla, digitized records son of Hugh2
Carrying arms secretly
Assault with intent to kill
Slave stealing

Intermarriage cousins


https://mainegenie.com

MaineGenie

hitps://mainegenie.com/one-name (pdf)



https://mainegenie.com/one-name
https://mainegenie.com/one-name-ppt
https://mainegenie.com/
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