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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Housekeeping:
I talk too much
Notify at 10 minutes til
Please tell me if I talk too fast, too slow, slur words (I’m a southerner) or get really really off-topic



Just Why?
Why even do a one-name genealogy?
You will drive yourself nuts.
Writing a book makes sense if you have time on your hands.
You can’t make money.
Find cousins……..and stories…….and just to have fun.
Oh, yeah and even do genealogy!
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Cousins, Wilson Alexander Center Purinton (Humphrey of Truro, 6th) Hinkley (Reliance/Samuel 7th) larrabee (Benjamin 6th) Thompson (Gen Samuel 5th)



The more family members you find, 
the more it becomes a check on the 
accuracy of your work and 
fills out the tree more thoroughly.
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And you can find unique interesting tidbits like the Hugh Wilson Houses on Winter St and actual signatures of other family members.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Intro to delia, how I got into genealogy - escapism



The Family Story

Clara Geneva Wilson
1886 – 1981

Unmarried Librarian
Massachusetts 
Priscilla Wilson

1918 - ?

Joseph Williams
Father’s brother

Now age 92
Cleveland, OH

Mother
Now age 98

Sister
Husband

Mother-in-law
Deceased

2013, Finally!



Today’s Topics

 Just why?
 Where / how to start, purpose
 Sources, online & off line
 Tools
 How to keep track of individuals?
 How many trees is too many?
 How large a tree is too large?
 How to distinguish families
 What to do with orphans?
 When do you stop?



Sources
As if you didn’t know already



Sources
 Family story
 Ancestry.com (Family Tree Maker)
 Digital files

 New England Historic Genealogical Society
 Maine Historical Society
 Maine State Library
 All Local Libraries (browse vs request)

 Genealogies? Charles Nelson Sinnett

 Maine Old Cemetery Association
 Findagrave.com
 Cemeteries



The 
Families of 

Samuel and James 

WILSON2
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Solved a number of mysteries 
Topsham Vital records mention
Isabella 5th, John 4th, Humphrey 3rd
Then the families of
Then the little stones 9 children including Mary and Rebecca who married David Pearson (7 children)
Hannah Linscott mother of Rebecca, James’ wife
James died 1862 of tb, mother Priscilla did too



How to Keep Track?
Many different ways, many different files, many different possibilities



Tools

 Word processor/text editor

 Spreadsheet

 Evernote, use as to do list

 Transcript and/or Scrivener (book writing tools)

 InDesign (publishing tool) (Word)

 Camera

 PDF compiler, Acrobat DC, $13 /mo

 File organization, by surname, type of record, locality



Ancestry.com

 Multiple Trees

 Hints are invaluable

 Other trees, use as a guide to start

 Throw it together

 Then start vetting each person.

 Document as you vet information

 Use footnotes. Inline vs page vs document/chapter

 Recognize its limitations beyond incorrect info



Family Tree Maker

 Work in conjunction with tree online. 

 Save work on your computer

 Insert personal notes

 Export in many different formats

 RTF, PDF, Charts, Reports



Excel  - Spreadsheets



Evernote



Scrivener ($40 - $49, with free trial

https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview

https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview


Acrobat DC
w/ Camera



81

48
87



How to distinguish 
families?
Is it possible? 



Wilsons

 James Wilson, Scotch Irish, arrived 1719
 Thomas Wilson of Ireland, b.1713 m.1740
 Gowen Wilson of Kittery, arrived prior to 1647
 William Wilson of Harpswell & Braintree, Mass. m.1743, Braintree
 Way too many Williams!

1. What’s the first name?
2. Whom did they marry?
3. Where did they live?
4. Did the Wilsons cross paths either geographically or marriage?
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Wilsons are either English, Scottish or Irish
James Wilson, Scotch Irish (William, Hugh, Samuel, Alexander, James) – from Ulster
Thomas Wilson of Ireland (Lettice, Thomas, Henry, Adam, Peter, Actor, William)
Gowen Wilson of Kittery (Gowen, Joseph, Elihu, Aaron, David) from Scotland
William Wilson of Harpswell & Braintree, Massachusetts (William, David, Nathaniel) British?




Alexanders

 Are they all related in Maine?

 Alexander Alexander, Scotland

 Joseph Alexander of Ellsworth

 John of Morrill, Waldo

 Joseph of Hallowell

 Robert Alexander of Bangor

 William of Harpswell

 William of Topsham

 Bowdoin, Litchfield Alexanders

 All those extras!
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All are Scottish in origin – 
e fi rst mention of an Alexander in Maine was Sir William Alexander,
1st Earl of Stirling, who was involved in the colonization
eff orts in the 1600s. In 1621, King James I granted Stirling a royal charter appointing him mayor of a vast territory and later barony, Nova Scotia.



The Early Alexanders

 William of Topsham, Son Robert?
 Robert of Topsham, son Robert of Bowdoin
 John of Bowdoin, son William of Litchfield, brother of Robert
 Margaret & Robert Gower, sister of Robert
 Barbara  - Douglas
 Jean – Douglas
 William of Harpswell
 William & Sarah of Brunswick & Harpswell (parents of Bethia/John)
 William &  Nancy (Deer Isle descendants, George Gross)
 George of Georgetown who died in Topsham, Philbrook of Bath
 Sigh

(Probable sisters of Robert)



Genealogical Orphans
What do you do?



 Does a person fit a family by birth date?

 Are there mentions such as John the brother of 

 Deeds, are family relationships mentioned?

 Probate records

 One tree?

 DNA testing

Genealogical Orphans (Rabbit Holes)

Robert & Elizabeth Potter
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I follow rabbit holes. James Wilson, Hugh & Samuel deeds 
Robert the only sure child ----------------------------  John of Dresden probate Wilson of Bath
Esther Amos Childs Vasselboro  -------------- James married Dorothy Stover
Jane James McFarland
In the family's tattered book, The Alexanders of Maine by De Alva Standwood Alexander (1898) is a letter dated October 2, 1905 written in Litchfield, Maine by Foster
Alexander."This Robert Alexander is your father's great grand-father. He is as near as this book hits our branch of the family. He was born and lived in Topsham. He died
in Wales with his son-in law Mr. McFarlan. He is mentioned in the history (of) Farmington (Maine) as one of the five from Topsham who explored Farmington for
the purpose of making a settlement. Yours Foster Alexander". (posted on Ancestry. com by a descendant)
Thomas and Betsy Dixon of Lisbon
David Alexander & Mary Haley – deed sale $1000 in 1800
Rebecca Moses Plummer Alna




Why Becomes Why Do Genealogy?

 Can confirm family information
 Can add and confirm other individuals
 Can answer questions about other families
 Can write up a family history (snicker)
 Can wow your family with interesting tidbits such as “Did you know you and your husband 

were cousins?” 
 Meet new friends with similar interests
 Meet new cousins
 Move to a new state
 Use old skills, learn new ones to ward off dementia
 Transcribe records for your own ends & help facilitate research
 Confirm family information to genealogical proof standard



Never Stop…

So you can stay sane in retirement
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/191448251



Damn Yankee Gone South

Edward Paul Dyer
b. 6 Oct 1840, Topsham, ME, d. 20 Feb 1927, Rag Mountain, VA

Son of Mary Ann Margaret Alexander and Charles Dyer
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Charles L Wilson first, sheriff Fla, digitized records son of Hugh2
Carrying arms secretly
Assault with intent to kill
Slave stealing

Intermarriage cousins



https://mainegenie.com/one-name (pdf)
https://mainegenie.com/one-name-ppt

https://mainegenie.com

https://mainegenie.com/one-name
https://mainegenie.com/one-name-ppt
https://mainegenie.com/
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